LETTER   VI

July 2ist, 1786.
*******

AN ODD incident has happened to me,     I  am  just re-
turned from the  French   Ambassador's,  who  sent

me word he could not have the honor of receiving"
my visit, because he was busy. To feel the whole import
of this act, it is necessary to know that there has lately
appeared an article in the <( Hamburg; Gazette,>y affirming in
express terms I had received orders to quit France.
You will further recollect that, in general, the Ambas-
sador of France is eagerly desirous of receiving the visits
of French travelers. Such is the present combination of
circumstances that this, which would only, on any other
occasion, be an affair of rather serious impoliteness, is
at this moment a very embarrassing1 affectation, I be-
lieve I have no need to tell you I am far superior to
punctilio; but this is not mere form* The natural pre-
ponderance of France is such that the respect in which
a native of that country is held cannot be wholly inde-
pendent of the reception he shall meet from the Ambas-
sador. What, then, must be thought when he shall be
envied, suspected, and watched, and when pretenses are
sought to render his character equivocal? And what must
be his situation, when, far from seeking to quarrel with
the Ambassador, it is his duty and his wish, on all oc-
casions, to preserve appearances, and to protect him from
becoming instead of making him ridiculous?

You will have no difficulty in comprehending that it
is an intricate affair, and that I must well reflect on the
part I have to take. At present I must dissemble, and
expose myself to a new refusal to-morrow; but it will
be^ impossible to suffer this new refusal to remain tin-
noticed. I write you word of this in order that, in any
case, and rather too soon than too late, you should in-
form M. d'Esterno it is not the intention of Government
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